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Important Dates 

5/24  BOGO Book Fair 8:30 am – 5:30 pm  
                               Donuts with Books 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
  PTA Family Dinner Night – Season’s Pizza 
5/25  BOGO Book Fair during the school day 
5/28  MEMORIAL DAY – School and Offices Closed 
A LOOK AHEAD TO JUNE: 
6/3  Cedar Day 12-2 pm 
6/6  PTA Board Elections/ General Meeting 7 pm 
6/6  Field Day - Grade 1   9-11am,   Kindergarten   12:30-2:30 pm 
6/7  Field Day - Grade 4   9-11am,   Grade 2   12:30-2:30 pm 
6/8  Field Day - Grade 5   9-11am,   Grade 3   12:30-2:30 pm 
6/12  FIFTH GRADE FAREWELL 9:00 AM 
6/13  LAST DAY OF CLASSES FOR PRE K 
  KINDERGARTEN CEREMONY 10 am 
6/14  SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 PM 
6/15  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
                             SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 PM 
  REPORT CARDS DISTRIBUTED 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Cedarmere Families, 
The final weeks of school are going to be busy ones for the students at Cedarmere 

Elementary School. All students are working on increasing their speed, agility, and stamina in 
preparation for this year’s Field Days. Our fifth grade students are anticipating their end-of-the-
year activities and their Farewell Ceremony.  

 
It is often challenging to keep the students focused on learning as the weather turns 

warm, the days grow longer, and the children anticipate the arrival of summer. Please continue 
to emphasize the importance of school and learning by checking to ensure that your children 
have completed their homework, discussing what your children are learning, and assisting your 
children to prepare for assessments.  

 
Cedarmere’s Kindergarten registration was held on April 18th, and Pre-kindergarten 

registration was held on May 4th.  Families that were unable to register on the scheduled days 
are urged to contact Cheri Brown at school to arrange a time to complete the enrollment 
process.  

 
Cedarmere’s Farewell Program for fifth graders and their families has been scheduled 

for Tuesday, June 12th.  It will begin promptly at 9:00 am.   
 
Cedarmere’s Kindergarten Celebration has been scheduled for Wednesday, June 13th.  

It will begin promptly at 10:00 am. 
 
Baltimore County Public Schools announced the schedule for the end of the school year.  

The last day of classes for Pre-kindergarten will be Wednesday, June 13th.  Classes will end three 
hours early on Thursday, June 14th and Friday, June 15th.  June 15th will be the last day of classes 
for all students. 

 
Baltimore County Public Schools also announced next year’s, 2018-2019, first day of 

school for the students.  Classes will begin on Tuesday, September 4th. 
          

  
Fondly,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Laurie Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR PHONE 

 

As the school year progresses, we frequently find that we no longer have accurate emergency 

contact information for students. This becomes a safety issue when we are unable to reach 

you during the school day. Frequently the home and/or work numbers have been changed or 

disconnected with no forwarding phone numbers.  For the safety of your child, we ask that you 

review, and if necessary, update your  child’s emergency contact information.  

 

 

 

Math Homework Helpers 
 

Math Homework Helpers is a LIVE program, staffed by teachers, that is available to help your child with 

their math homework. It airs on WEDNESDAYS from 4:30-5:30 PM on BCPS-TV (Comcast channel 73 or 

Verizon channel 34). Every caller wins a prize and has the opportunity to spin the prize wheel for a 

bonus prize. In order to get through to the show, you must call 410-494-1459 during the scheduled time. 

We hope you take advantage of this program! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 
 

The Cedarmere PTA and Administration would like to thank all of the teachers and support 
staff at Cedarmere for their dedication to the education of our students. 

 
The week of May 7th – May11th was recognized as Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week.  We 

are fortunate to have so many outstanding staff members here at Cedarmere Elementary School 
working with our students.  Many times we take for granted the work of our dedicated staff.  
Frequently, they work many hours beyond the normal school day and spend their own money to 
provide extras to the students that the school system does not provide.    Please talk with your child 
about all that our staff does.  Our students are fortunate they attend school where all of the faculty and 
staff go above and beyond what is expected.   
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We acknowledge birthdays every day at Cedarmere on the morning announcements.  Every child 
receives a birthday sticker.  In order to support a healthy lifestyle and avoid food allergy issues, we ask 
that you refrain from sending in any food for any celebrations.  In order to celebrate your child’s 
birthday or any celebration, please consider “goodies” like pencils, erasers, or stickers.  You may also 
consider donating a book to the classroom library in your child’s honor.  Perhaps a board game or puzzle 
to be played during indoor recess would help the celebration continue throughout the year.  Thank you 
for understanding how important a healthy lifestyle is for our students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy June! Thank you for supporting the PTA. 

My year as President comes to an end, and with that brings elections, BOGO Book Fair and Cedar Day! 

We will be having elections on June 6th.  We are looking for volunteers for Cedar Day which will be held 

on June 3 from 12- 2. All Cedarmere families are invited to this fun filled event! 

I wish the next PTA board the best next year, and encourage all parents to become part of the PTA. 

 

Summer Quisgard 

Cedarmere PTA 

 

Important Dates:  

5/24 and 5/25:  BOGO Book Fair 

5/24 PTA Family Dinner Night Seasons Pizza 

6/3 Cedar Day 

6/6 PTA Board Elections/General Meeting 7 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

FIELD DAY  
 
 

Field Day is quickly approaching! A day full of fun and excitement will be here to celebrate the 

end of the school year and to demonstrate what the students have been able to learn and 

perform during physical education all year long! Field Day is a privilege for students to enjoy a 

day with their friends while getting much needed exercise throughout the day! The schedule for 

Field Day this year will be the following: 

June 6th:  Grade 1- 9:00am-11:00am 

  Kindergarten- 12:30pm-2:30pm 

June 7th:  Grade4- 9:00am-11:00am 

  Grade 2- 12:30pm- 2:30pm 

June 8th: Grade 5- 9:00am-11:00am 

  Grade 3- 12:30pm- 2:30pm 

The safety of our students is always at the forefront of anything that is done at Cedarmere, and 

Field Day is no different. Therefore, we changed the structure of Field Day this year. We would 

love you to come and enjoy our day with us and if you would like to join us please make sure 

that you are volunteer trained. The information to complete the volunteer training is listed 

below. 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Crocker at vcrocker@bcps.org and as always, 

thank you for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                      VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

 
 
 
 
 

*PLEASE KEEP THIS INFORMATION ALL YEAR.   

VOLUNTEER ONLINE TRAINING 

 

mailto:vcrocker@bcps.org
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In order to work with students in the school setting or on field trips, you must take the volunteer 

training every year.  Volunteer training information is also on the Cedarmere website.  *Please plan 

ahead and allow two weeks for your application and certificate to be reviewed by school staff.   

 

* To complete the volunteer training:  
-Log onto the official Baltimore County Public Schools website. 

-Locate the “COMMUNITY” tab under the heading:  TEAMBCPS creating a culture of deliberate 

excellence.  

-Open the “COMMUNITY” tab and scroll down to “Volunteer with BCPS.  Click to    open.   

-Follow the directions under “VOLUNTEER INSTRUCTIONS”. 

-You must complete the volunteer application, participate in the online orientation, read the 

handbook, and take the quiz which will then enable you to print your volunteer certificate.  TWO 

documents- volunteer application and certificate- must be submitted at the same time to 

Cedarmere Elementary in order for the information to be accepted and reviewed by the school staff.  

-When you have completed the application you may want to save it to your computer or flash drive.  It 

will not be saved on the Baltimore County website.   

-Both documents (application and certificate) will be kept on file at each school in which you volunteer.   

-Paper copies of the volunteer application are available at Cedarmere Elementary.  Requests can be 

made to Chris Millirons, School Counselor.  (cmillirons@bcps.org) 

-Please plan ahead and allow two weeks for your application and certificate to be reviewed by school 

staff.  

- Once the training is completed, each volunteer must print and submit a copy of the volunteer 

application and the certificate (2 documents each year) to Cedarmere Elementary or any other school 

where they will be volunteering.   

-The certificate and application (2 documents) should be sent to school attention Chris Millirons, 

School Counselor.  

-Once the application and certificate have been reviewed, a letter will be sent home with your child to 

verify that the training is complete.   

-Keep a copy of your information (application and certificate) to submit to other schools in which you 

may want to volunteer.    

-Feel free to contact me if you have any questions about the online volunteer training.  Thank you for 

your interest in being a Cedarmere volunteer.  We appreciate your time and effort. 

 

Chris Millirons, School Counselor      410-887-6944     cmillirons@bcps.org 
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Virtue for the Month of May: 

Self-Control 

 
     Self-control is the ability to control oneself, in particular one’s emotions and desires or the expression 

of them in one’s behavior especially in difficult situations.   

     As we enter the final quarter for the 2017-2018 school year, we are encouraging our students to think 

about and practice the virtue of self-control.  Once again this is an important virtue that is necessary at 

home, school, and in the community.  The more we talk about self-control and practice it, the better 

prepared our students will be.  When you spend time together as a family, this is the perfect time to 

discuss important virtues such as this one.   

 

     Some of our fourth and fifth graders have shared their thoughts on self-control. 

I show self-control when… 
-I am in lunch.  (Autumn S.) 

-I calm myself down and chill.  (Destini) 

-you help someone calm down at home and at school.  (Cameron S.) 

-I get angry and talk to my parents.  (Marlon) 

-I am quiet in the classroom.  (Adelia) 

-I listen to the teacher when they are talking.  (Emely) 

-I take a nap and play video games.  (Ayush) 

-I get mad and control myself by counting to 10 or playing a video game.  (Jorge) 

-I get in a fight with my sister I calm down by counting sometimes.  (Lydia) 

-I am in the classroom I try to follow what the teacher says.  (Karina) 

-I calm down and take deep breaths and count to ten.  (Markus) 

-you are in the classroom and people are talking.  (Thomas) 

-others try to make me laugh.  (Jeremiah) 

- I behave.  (Ian) 

-I do my homework.  (Brandon) 

-my brother makes noises and I am trying to do my homework.  (Edison) 



-I do my work.  (Litzy) 

-I am doing my homework.  (Wilson) 

-I focus on learning.  (Inu) 

-people make me mad.  (Michael) 

 

Chris Millirons, School Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cedarmere Elementary Tree Planting 

with Blue Water Baltimore                                          
 

 

 
     On May 4th and 5th, Cedarmere Elementary planted 65 trees on the school grounds.  The 

trees were donated by Blue Water Baltimore.  This organization led this wonderful tree planting 

activity.   

     Members of the Gardening Club, led by Mrs. Millirons, School Counselor, began the tree 

planting on Friday, May 4th.  The students worked outside for approximately two hours.  The 

initial demonstration by Blue Water showed the students how to dig the hole for the trees, how 

to place the tree in the hole, how to fill the hole with dirt, how to mulch around the tree, and 

how to stake the tree to secure it.  The students really focused on this learning experience.  

They worked in small groups and planted a total of 15 trees.  The students did an amazing job 

and had so much fun.  We are grateful for their help and hard work.  They enjoyed being 

outside and were excited to be improving the appearance of our school environment.   

      On Saturday, May 5th, we continued the tree planting experience.  Thank you to Blue Water 

Baltimore, the staff, families, community members, and volunteers who were able to come out 

and support us.  It was a fun morning where we all worked together for the good of our school.  

Children worked with their parents to plant trees.  This was so special to see.  Many of the trees 

were named by those who did the planting.  Hopefully the children who were at the event will 



share their trees and the names with their classmates.  We look forward to seeing the trees 

grow and the way they make our grounds look beautiful.   

 

     Members of the fifth grade Gardening Club are: 

 

Emely R.  Suri K.               Kevin W. 

Lydia T.  Lundin P.  Makayla W. 

Kendall G.  Markus M.   Elizabeth D. 

Juelz G.  True B.               Bryce W. 

Jerome D.  Grason M.  Autumn R.   

Ashlynn G.  Zachariah C.       Nikhil P. 

Michael P.  Brandon B.  Isha C. 

Leila U.   Angelina H.   Nnamdi O. 

Simona S.  London H.  Desi’re R. 

Litzy M.   Heena S.  Sammy R. 

 

 

 

Chris Millirons, School Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Box Tops for Education 
Earn cash for our school! 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BOX TOPS OVER THE SUMMER! 

 

Clip Box Tops from hundreds of participating brands.  The Box Tops will be collected in every classroom 

and each quarter the two classes with the most Box Tops will win a prize.  It is so easy for our school to 

earn additional funds for our children.  

1. Clip Box Tops from Hundreds of your favorite products.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for our 
school.  Some are worth more.  

2. Send the Box Tops to school with your child and they can deposit them in a collection bag in 
each classroom.  The Box Tops are collected throughout the year and sent to Box Tops for 
Education. 

3. Twice a year, Box tops for Education will send our school a check. 
4. We collect Box Tops all year long.  Also save them over the summer and send them to school in 

August.   
Visit boxtops4education.com for more information. 

 

 



 

Clothing Recycling 
Help CEDARMERE ELEMENTARY  

Become a GREEN School 

 

Your unwanted clothing, shoes, belts, linens, backpacks, handbags, stuffed animals and other textiles 

can raise money for our school and help divert solid waste from Baltimore County Landfills.   

 

Put your items in a plastic bag.  Bring them to school and put them in the blue clothing drop off box (left 

side of school- side parking lot).  Tell your neighbors and friends; they are welcome to use the clothing 

drop off at our school.   

 

This is a year-long fundraiser.  Drop off items any day at your convenience.  This fundraiser will 

continue over the summer.  The bin will be emptied on a regular basis.   

 

Contact Person:  Chris Millirons, School Counselor 

      cmillirons@bcps.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY NEWS!  
 

  
 
 

 Cedarmere school website, http://cedarmerees.bcps.org, it is filled with current and future 
events that are happening at school. Other information will help direct you to how to volunteer 
in our schools.  You never have to worry about misplacing the Panther Paw newsletter again; 
the current issue is posted each month.    
 

 PTA’s new website http://www.thecedarmerepta.org.  It is full of information.  You can even 
join the PTA online!  Also don’t forget to like us on Facebook, the page is Cedarmere Panthers.  
These are great portals to communicate or just to browse what is happening at our school!   

 

 Don’t forget the Parent University Portal, you can access using this URL 
http://www.bcps.org/parentu/ or go to the BCPS.org webpage and click on the Parents heading.  
This site has information about health, personal growth, and information to help support your 
child’s learning.    
 

mailto:cmillirons@bcps.org
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PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR   
 

Will your child be attending CES in the 2018-2019 school year? If the answer is no, please contact the 
office at 410-887-1100. This information will assist us as we plan next year’s grade level organizations. 
This information will also allow the office staff to prepare the necessary withdrawal paperwork that you 
will need in order to enroll your child in another school. The secretaries will need a minimum of one 
week to prepare this paperwork for you, so please do not delay. If you have a 5th grade student 
currently attending CES, who will be attending a private school for the 2018-2019 school year, please 
contact the office at 410-887-1100 as soon as possible. This will allow the office staff time to prepare  
your child’s records to be mailed to the school that they will be attending for the 2018-2019 school year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5TH GRADE TRANSITION YEAR RESIDENCY VERIFICATION 
 
All resident families with students currently enrolled in grades 5 or 8 are now required to verify 
residency with their sending school (Cedarmere Elementary School) prior to the start of the 2018-2019 
school year. Letters were mailed out to the parents/guardians of our 5th grade students. Failure to 
provide this information will result in the receiving school (the students’ projected Middle School) 
withdrawing the student prior to the start of the 2018-2019 school year, as indicated in Baltimore 
County Public School Policy Rule 5150.  
 

 
 
 

SHARED DOMICILE INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 
 
Shared Domicile Renewal Forms were sent to the homes of all families residing with another family. 
Your child’s enrollment must be renewed each year as long as you live in a shared domicile living 
arrangement. If you received a form and are no longer living in a shared domicile living arrangement, 
proof of residency must be provided for your new address. If you have any questions about the 
documentation you need to provide, please call Dee Rusta at 410-887-1100. These forms must be 
returned to the office by June 30, 2018, or your child will be withdrawn from Cedarmere Elementary 
School. Baltimore County Public School Policy prohibits us from making any exceptions for forms 
turned in late.  
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APPROPRIATE SPRING APPAREL  
 

As the weather improves and the temperature rises, it is important that you discuss guidelines for 
appropriate school apparel with your children. Children spend recess time outside on fair weather days, 
and they should be wearing shoes that will protect their feet. Wearing flexible shoes that enclose the 
entire foot (like tennis shoes that tie) help to prevent injuries and insect bites/stings on the playground. 
A person’s foot is less likely to slip, causing a fall, when they are wearing appropriate shoes. To minimize 
distractions children should not wear short shorts, short skirts, or revealing tops. Tee shirts containing 
negative statements or inappropriate content should not be worn to school.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Healthy Notes from Nurse Kick 

 
 
 
 

Just a few reminders as we finish the school year! 

 

Medication pick-up Reminder:  BCPS policy states that we cannot store medications over the summer. 

A Parent, Guardian or an adult designee (age 18 years and older) will need to pick up any medications 

currently kept in the health suite by the last day of school or they will be discarded by June 15th.  

Contact the school nurse by June 1st. should you require any special arrangements in retrieving your 

child’s medications.  

 

Medication and/or treatment forms for the upcoming school year were sent home with your child in 

May. The new orders must be dated August 1 or thereafter. New medications and orders will be 

accepted by the nurse beginning the week prior to the return of students. Please call first to ensure that 

the nurse will be available and/or to make special arrangements.  

Medication order forms may also be found at: 

http://dci.bcps.org/department/academic_services/student_support_services/health_services/  

  

  

We hope everyone will have a safe and healthy summer! 
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VISITORS 

 
 

“The safety of all students and staff in Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) is of utmost 
importance to all of us. Our school, as well as all Baltimore County Schools, is utilizing a visitor 
check-in system. The system is called V-soft by Raptor otherwise known as Raptor. The information 
collected will not be shared outside of the school and is stored on a secure server.  
When you visit our school for the first time, you will be asked to present government issued photo 
identification (ID) or a driver’s license to a staff member in our main office. The ID will be scanned 
and your photo, name, and date of birth will be extracted. This information will be utilized to log you 
in and compare your information against the national sexual offender database. Once your ID is 
scanned and you are cleared, a visitor pass will be printed for you. You must wear your ID in a visible 
location while in the building. You will need only to show your ID on future visits. You are to check 
out with the office staff upon completion of your business so that we know you are no longer in the 
building.  
If you do not want your ID scanned, the only alternative to this process is to allow staff to see your 
ID to verify your name and date of birth so that this information can be manually entered into the 
system. This method does not store information. Therefore, you must go through this process each 
time you visit the school. If you refuse to show your ID, you will be denied access to the school.  
If you are matched to any of the National Sex Offender Registry, you will be denied access to the 
school. Only the principal can override this decision and identify conditions under which you may 
visit.  
Your assistance in keeping our students and staff safe is appreciated.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Lost and Found is located outside of the cafeteria.  Please check this area if your child is missing a 
jacket, sweatshirt, gloves, etc.  There are many nice articles of clothing, as well as other items.  Every 
quarter we donate the articles, so soon all of the items will be gone. 

 
 
 
 

THE PANTHER PAW NEWSLETTER  
 

The Panther Paw Newsletter will be published once a month on the second Wednesday of every month. 
It will contain a calendar of events for that month and the following month as well as other important 
information concerning our school.  We encourage you to read the newsletter and post the calendars on 
your refrigerator to refer to them throughout the month.  In our effort to go green and reduce the 
amount of paper we use, we are planning to send our newsletters electronically through your email 
address if provided to the school and our school website http://cedarmerees.bcps.org. 

http://cedarmerees.bcps.org/


 



 


